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If your site chooses not to participate, we understand. However, we do not want to deny a 
student the opportunity to participate at the district level. If you have a student(s) who does 
want to participate, sites are still required to select a district representative. You do not have 
to host a traditional school-wide event.
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STUDENT SUPPORT
To support a student to develop a TED talk, we have produced support video resources for 
students. The videos are for student consumption.
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• What is a TED Talk

• The Elements of a Speech
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https://tedxkidsChulaVista.com/student
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                        If your school is planning to participate in CVESDTALKS fill out this form. 
(http://bit.ly/cvesd_participation)

Antwon Lincoln

CVESDTALK WEBINAR (STAFF ONLY)  

Antwon Lincoln
We will host a webinar to provide additional support for schools and to answer questions. 

•Date: Feb. 15 (3:00 - 3:45)
•Webinar Link: Click here to join the me

Antwon Lincoln
Date: Feb. 17 (3:00 - 3:45)
Webinar: http://bit.ly/cvesdtalks_webinar

https://
Antwon Lincoln

Antwon Lincoln



 

The Chula Vista Elementary School District Speech Contest has changed its name. The event 
is now titled “CVESDTALKS.”  

Over the years, we have showcased student’s abilities to give amazing presentations with the 
focus of developing public speaking skills.  

In the last two years, CVESD has celebrated student presentations on a TEDx stage. Selected 
fourth grade through high school students have given their talk to a live audience at 
TEDxKids@ChulaVista and TEDxChulaVista. Student talks have been viewed over 50,000 times 
on YouTube and the TED website (TEDxkidsChulaVista.com). With the success of TEDx events 
and the CVESD Instructional Focus, we feel that it is appropriate to change the name and the 
goals of the event. 

CVESDTALKS has three goals: 

Goal I
Give students an opportunity to report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing 
ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main 
ideas or themes. 

GOAL II
Support the CVESD Instructional Focus. 

The CVESD community will work collaboratively to ensure that ALL students, including 
English Learners, Students with Disabilities, and designated target groups, show 
measurable growth, which will lead to reducing the achievement gap in literacy and 
mathematics. 

This will occur through implementation of high impact language development strategies 
aligned to the California State Standards, and driven by the District’s LCAP goals.  
Target groups = English Learners, Students with Disabilities, Socio-Economically 
Disadvantaged, and Foster Youth.  

Goal III
Provide students an opportunity to present ideas to a local and global community by way of 
CVESDTALKS and TEDx Talks. 
____________________________  

 

CVESDTALKS

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
If your student is selected to present a TEDx talk, more information will be provided to prepare 
him/her for the TEDxKids@ChulaVista experience. The content of this packet prepares him/her 
for the semi-finals.



The Creation of an Idea  
The goal of TED (Technology Entertainment and Design) is to “share ideas worth spreading.” 

But what is an idea?  
• An idea expresses curiosity.  
• An idea speaks to hope.  
• An idea is the first step to an undiscovered solution.  

CVESDTALKS provides a platform for students to collaborate around ideas. We believe young 
minds should be exposed to old and new ideas. Students should have the ability to think 
critically about their curiosities. Our goal is to teach students skills on how to connect, 
collaborate, and share ideas with the community. 

Ideas are expressed first through thought, and then shared through language. It is the 
expressing of language that we honor. We encourage students to listen and respect the ideas 
around them. The goal of CVEDTALKS is to help students explore language through 
presentation literacy. 

Presentation Literacy
Chris Anderson, the CEO of TED believes that the skill of presenting is essential. Chris 
expanded on this idea in his book, TED Talks: 

“It’s a core skill for the twenty-first century. It’s the most impactful way to share who you 
are and what you care about. If you can learn to do it, your self-confidence will flourish, 
and you may be amazed at the beneficial impact it can have on your success in life, 
however you might choose to define that.” 

Chula Vista Elementary School District’s vision is to take a 40-year tradition, the CVESD Speech 
Contest, and transform it into a platform where students can develop presentation skills to 
demonstrate their ability to impact the world with words.  

  

Some areas to consider: 
• Technology 
• Education 
• Relationships 

• Science 
• Social Justice 

• Global or Local Issues 

IDEA & THEME
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2021 THEME: Peace is Possible
The theme for CVESDTALKS references the year 2021. Our theme allows students to 
explore the idea of peace. Students can choose to speak on anything that addresses the 
theme, Peace is Possible.”

• History or Historical Events



 

Questions one could ask to help students generate ideas related to the theme: 

IDEA & THEME
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We encourage teachers and parents to discuss the theme with students to help them think 
about what peace is from the perspective of the student.

• What does a world of peace mean to you?

           

  
 
 
 
 

          

  
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

  
• Persuade
 
 
 

TYPES OF TALKS

                
       

               
       

                        

            

            
 
• Where in the world would you like to see peace and why?

The objective of the theme “Peace is Possible” is to have students think about what 
ideas could spring from a discussion about current events.

• What could you do to create a peaceful environment (or community)?
• Whose life work would you like to pattern your life on?

           

• Storytelling
• Entertain
• Inform

• What does it meant to be a good neighbor (or citizen)?



HOW CAN TEACHERS SUPPORT STUDENTS:
• View student TEDx Talks on https://tedxkidsChulaVista.com 
• View teacher resources (https://tedxkidsChulaVista.com/resources) 

 

Forms:

    

    

• Schools make copies of packet information for distribution to teachers. 
• Host your own CVESDTALKS – Event should follow the same format as the CVESD Speech 

Contest for fourth, fifth, sixth grade and middle school. First-place representative from each 
grade level will advance to CVESDTALKS. 

• Copies of the rules for CVESDTALKS are sent home with district representatives. 

    

 

 

SUPPORT & TIMELINE

4

 
               

 

 

TIMELINE (February 1 – June 1 2021)
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*Important Note: District-wide representatives will be invited to attend a Board of Education 
meeting and a Rotary club meeting.

         

 
           

             

       
        

               •. Have students watch TEDx Support video (https://tedxkidsChulaVista.com/student).

            

        

 
         

     
      
         

May 19
• Four th, Fifth, Sixth, and Middle School grades CVESD Board acknowledgment

 
              

 
         

            

• March 26 - Last day to send site representative names to district

• 4th Grade Announcement - April 7th
• 5th Grade - Announcement - April 8th
• 6th Grade and Middle School - Announcement - April 9th

•   School Representative(s) CLICK LINK FOR ONLINE FORM (http://bit.ly/cvesd_form)

 
         

 
          

REQUESTED FORMS
Submit forms to the ITMS Department by March 26, 2021 
via link (http://bit.ly/cvesd_form)

• Packets sent to schools February 8, 2021.

            
    

The 
level.

2021 CVESDTALKS semi-finals student video should be    

March 29 - April 9
 District CVESDTALKS (Semi-finals only):

uploaded separate by grade



EVENT PROCEDURES
School Level Procedures

• Names reported after this date may not be entered for the event. Please contact us if an 
extension is needed. 

 

 
    

 

  

PROCEDURES & RULES
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District Level Procedures

      
       
          

       

 CONTEST RULES 
Rules (School Level & District Level)
• Speeches are to be three to five minutes in length. Five penalty points will be deducted for
 speeches under three minutes or over five minutes. Each speech will be timed, and
 minutes recorded.
• Each student representative will be judged on a fifty-point scale. A copy of the judges’
 rating sheet is attached.
• No props or costumes permitted.
• Note cards are optional, but no speech can be read verbatim.
                 

 
                 
              

 

          
                

 

PRIZES:
School-Level CVESDTALKS:

• A Speaker Participation Bag
• An invitation to give a TEDx Talk (Date TBD to give online)

**IMPORTANT NOTE: CVESD’s participation in TEDxKids@ChulaVista does not allow CVESD 
to offer representatives a cash award. However, all TEDx speakers will receive a gift bag for 
their participation.

• Conduct CVESDTALKS event and report the names of the grade-level winners to IT&MS by
 March 26, 2021.

            • Send 2021 CVESDTALKS Rules (enclosed) home with site winners. 

• In case of a tie, the total score accumulated in “Content” will be used to determine winner.
• Adults may assist in brainstorming ideas, but should not generate or structure the student’s
 language.

• 4th Grade Announcement - April 7th
• 5th Grade - Announcement - April 8th
• 6th Grade and Middle School - Announcement - April 9th

Representatives videos will be reviewed for TEDxKids@ChulaVista Representative



REQUESTED FORMS (IMPORTANT)

Forms:

FORMS
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Complete and submit forms to the ITMS Department by March 26, 2021 (Fax: 619.425.1807 or 
email: Lormen.Lincoln@cvesd.org).

• Judge Form
  • School Representative(s) FILL OUT FORM ONLINE (http://bit.ly/cvesd_form)



     
   

  
 

     
 
School:    

Speech Contest Coordinator:    
 
Fourth Grade Winner:    

Parent’s Name   

Home Address   

Home Phone   
 
Fifth Grade Winner:    

Parent’s Name   

Home Address   

Home Phone   
 
Sixth Grade Winner:    

Parent’s Name   

Home Address   

Home Phone   
 
Middle School Grade Winner:    

Parent’s Name   

Home Address   

Home Phone   
 
Middle School Grade Winner:    

Parent’s Name   

Home Address   

Home Phone   
 

   
                

 

      
    

CVESDTALK
SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVE

       

(One winner per grade level, except for middle school.)

                    FILL OUT FORM ONLINE 
http://bit.ly/cvesd_form

Antwon Lincoln



 
 

      
 

 
 

 
 
Total possible points:  50 Time limit:  3-5 minutes. GRADE:  JUDGE:  

 

CATEGORY POINTS COMMENTS 

CONTENT (25 points)   
        

    
         
       

CONTENT SUBTOTAL   

POISE / DELIVERY (25 points)   

• Physical - Confidence, Eye contact (5)   
          
         
       
• Correctness - Grammar, Word Selection (5)   

POISE / DELIVERY SUBTOTAL   
 
 

Student Number:  Total Minutes:  Points Deducted:  Total Points:  
 

  

       
 

     
     
     
     

 

      

  
  

        
   
      

• Speech Development - Structure, Organization of Speech and
 supportive material (5)

        • Speech Value - Ideas, Logic, Original Thought (10)

      • Effectiveness - Achievement of Purpose (10)

• Voice - Voice expression/projection, Tone & Voice (5)

• Manner - Enthusiasm (5)
        • Appropriateness - To speech purpose & Audience (5)

2021 | CVESDTALK
    THEME: PEACE IS POSSIBLE



 
JUDGING CRITERIA  
 
CONTENT 
 
Speech Development is the way the speaker puts ideas together so the audience can understand them. The speech is structured around a purpose, and 
this structure must include an opening, body and conclusion. A good speech immediately engages the audience’s attention and then moves forward 
toward a significant conclusion. This development of the speech structure is supported by relevant examples and illustrations, facts and figures, 
delivered with such smoothness that they blend into the framework of the speech to present the audience with a unified whole. 
 
Effectiveness is measured in part by the audience’s reception of the speech, but a large part is your subjective judgement of how the speech came 
across. You should ask yourself such questions as “Was I able to determine the speaker’s purpose?” “Did the speech relate directly to that purpose?” 
“Was the audience’s interest held by the speaker?” “Was this speech subject appropriate for this particular audience?” “Did the speaker address the 
issue?” 
 
Speech Value justifies the act of speaking. The speaker has a responsibility to say something meaningful and original to the audience. The listeners 
should feel the speaker has made a contribution to their thinking. The ideas should be important ones.  
 
DELIVERY 
 
Physical presentation of a speech carries part of the responsibility for effective communication. The speaker’s appearance should reinforce the 
speech, whether profound, sad, humorous or instructional. Body language should support points through gestures, expressions and body positioning. 
The speaker makes effective use of and stays within the designated speaking area. 
 
Voice is the sound that carries the message. It should be flexible, moving from one pitch level to another for emphasis, and should have a variety of 
rate and volume. A good voice can be clearly heard and the words easily understood. 
 
Manner is the indirect revelation of the speaker’s real self as the speech is delivered. The speaker should speak with enthusiasm and assurance, 
showing interest in the audience and confidence in their reactions. 
 
LANGUAGE 
 
Appropriateness of language refers to the choice of words that relate to the speech purpose and to the particular audience hearing the speech. 
Language should promote clear understanding of thoughts and should fit the occasion precisely. 
 
Correctness of language ensures that attention will be directed toward what the speaker says, not how it is said. Proper use of grammar and correct 
pronunciation will show that the speaker is the master of the words being used. 
 
*The above information is modified from Toastmaster International Speech Contest form. 


